[Natural-valve endocarditis in patients wearing pacemakers].
The presence of infective endocarditis with appearance of vegetations over the tricuspid valve in patients with permanent pacemaker is an uncommon complication. We report here three patients with permanent cardiac pacemakers who developed a picture of infective endocarditis over the electrode with appearance of vegetations over the native valve. The microorganism recovered from blood cultures in the three patients was Staphylococcus. The presence of retained pacemaker leads and repetitive surgical procedures over the pacemaker pouch are two risk factors reported in literature also present in our patients. Infective endocarditis is an uncommon difficult-to-diagnose complication, with a poor prognosis and which requires the removal of the whole infected material, with implantation of an epidermal pacemaker. Some diagnostic and therapeutic issues are discussed.